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CW STILL "VERY ACTIVE’ 
IN THIRD WORLD 


RJ. Ostrowski, 1965-M, N2NA,a 
seagoing R.O., is home on vacation. 
We learned that Rich has a different 
perspective from what we hear in the 
USA about maritime CW traffic. 
Here’s what he had to say to Ye Ed in 
CW QSOs and via e-mail: 


“Listening to 500 kHz may seem 
frustrating at times when you are 
shorebased and don’t have a large 
vertical antenna and ground system to 
go along with your MF receiver. I’m 
saying this is part of the problem that 
“listener stations” have here in the 
USA and since many are located well 
inland or near a large city creating 
receiver desense. 


“Although 500 kHz is still monitored 
by ships that carry RO’s, their life is 
now geared toward the operation of 
the ship’s satellite terminal. The for- 
mer CW departure and arrival traffic 
(TR’s) that was sent to the local coast 
station is gone, replaced by modern 
methods. 


“For the most part, this is all true 
here in the U.S. The Canadians are 
still quite active on 500 and there is 
some activity around Europe. A lot of 
the TIT (Safety), XXX (Urgent) and 
weather bulletins are now handled on 
NAVTEX (518 kHz). These are now 
sponsored by coast guard agencies 
around the world.(Cont. P. 7 Col. 3) 


Sail Away This Summer 


P.O. Box 86, Geyserville, CA 95441] - USA 


June 1996 


The S.S. Jeremiah O’Brien, 
pictured above, is shown in_ the 
Panama Canal on her return from the 
Normandy beaches in 1994 after taking 
part in the 50th anniversary of D-Day. 
(Photo courtesy of The Pointer news- 
letter, Jan.-Feb. 1996) She has an 


ambitious schedule of summertime 
cruises and other events on tap: 


June 15 & 16 - Steaming Weekend 
at Pier 32, opposite the end of Bran- 
nan St, on the San Francisco,CA. 
Embarcadero. On Saturday, June 15, 
(Continued Page 2) 


Library - California Historical Radio Society 


Sail Away This Summer- from P. 1 
memorial plaques subscribed by nearly 
900 contributors will be dedicated. 


June 21- The O’Brien departs San 
Francisco on a schedule of summer 
cruises to Pacific Northwest ports: 


June 26 - July 3 - Port call at Victoria, 
B.C. 
July 3-10 - 
WA. 


July 10 - 16- Port Call, Vancouver, 
B.C. 


July 18 - 24 - Port Call, Longview, 
WA. 


July 24 - 30- Port Call, Portland, OR. 


July 30 - Aug. 6 - Port Call, Astoria, 
OR. 


August 10 - Return to Pier 32, San 
Francisco, CA. 


August 17 & 18 - Steaming Weekend, 
Pier 32. 


September 21 & 22 - Steaming Week- 
end, Pier 32; WWII Tribute - Home 
Front - Front Lines vehicle show. 


October 12 & 13 - U.S. Navy Fleet- 
Week Cruises. 


November 16 & 17 - Steaming Week- 
end, Pier 32. Maritime Book Fair. 
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Port Call, Seattle, 


To sign up as a cruise passenger, or 
to obtain an updated schedule, con- 
tact the ship’s office by phone at 
415 441-3101. Voice mail will pick up 
calls if lines are busy or after 5 PM. 


The O’Brien is operated by the 
National Liberty Ship Memorial as a 
non-profit organization recognized by 
the U.S. and the State of California. 
In addition to summer cruises, she has 
an on-going program of memorial and 
fund-raising activities. Her mailing 
address is - Building A, Fort Mason 
Center, San Francisco, CA 94123-1382. 


S. S. Lane Victory 


This sole surviving Victory Ship built 
in 1945, served in World War II, Korea 
and Vietnam. Afterward in peacetime, 
she carried commercial cargo around 
the world under the house flags of 
American President Lines and Pacific 
Coast Transport Co. She was “moth- 
balled" in 1970 at Suisun Bay, near San 
Francisco, CA. where she was a mem- 
ber of the Reserve Fleet. 


Today, after many thousands of 
hours of volunteer labor, Lane Victory 
is owned and operated by the United 
States Merchant Marine Veterans of 
World War II as an operating museum 
ship and National Historic Landmark. 


A recent letter from Chief 
Radio Officer, Bob Lukenbill, W6DO 
says “.. . our number one priority at 
the moment is contracts with local 
movie studios for filming aboard ship. 
They pay well and we need the in- 
come... Also, we usually schedule a 
number of day-long cruises each year, 
at which time we carry 400 to 600 
paying passengers at $100 a person. . ." 


This summer’s cruise dates are July 
13 & 14, August 17& 18 and Septem- 
ber 14 & 15. Cruise reservations may 
be obtained by calling 310 519-9545; 
FAX 310 519-0265, or writing the S.S. 
Lane Victory, P.O. Box 629, Berth 94, 
San Pedro, CA 90733. 


Boarding time for cruises begins at 
7:30 AM, Cast-off at 9:00 AM, bound 
for Catalina Island. Near the island, 
Lane Victory passes close to Avalon 
and its famous Casino Ballroom, then 
turns north along the coast. A 
simulated mid-voyage attack by 
"enemy" aircraft lends excitement to 
the trip which ends with return to port 
about 4:30 PM. 


Lane Victory’s amateur radio station, 
W6MWO, usually operates on Wed- 
nesdays and Saturdays on HF and 2m. 


S. S. John W. Brown 


Operated by the volunteers of 
Project Liberty Ship, the John W. 
Brown is the third World War II cargo 
ship still in operation as a Living, 
Steaming Memorial to the men and 
women of American industry who built 
her and 2700 others like her. She is 
also dedicated to the Merchant Sea- 
men and U.S. Navy Armed Guard 
sailors who manned her and her 
sisters. 


She was built (1942) and is berthed 
at Baltimore, MD from where she sails 
on spring and summer cruises, some- 
times to ports along the U.S. East 
Coast. In 1994, she voyaged to 
Halifax, N.S. as part of memorials to 
the Normandy landings 50 years ear- 
lier. 


In 1996 the Brown sailed to 
Wilmington, NC April 8th and made a 
3-hour passenger cruise from there on 
April 12. She held her Spring Chesa- 
peake Bay cruise Saturday May 25th 
and is expected to have a repeat 
voyage on September 7, 1996. 


These local cruises take about six 
hours. They feature a band playing 
favorites from the 40’s atop No. 2 


hatch. An ample buffet lunch is 


served below deck. 


Excitement for cruise passengers 
comes when “enemy” aircraft stage a 
mock attack on the Brown. Four 
AT-6 Navy advanced trainers flown by 
their civilian owners buzz the ship for 
several minutes, then return to base. 


A Memorial service is held on deck 
for those who served and gave their 
lives in World War II. A wreath is laid 
upon the water in their honor. 


For information on cruises and other 
activities, call 410 661-1550 or write 
Project Liberty Ship, PO Box 25846, 
Highllandtown Station Baltimore, MD 
21224-0846. 
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The President’s Message 
By John J. Kelleher, 2581-P, W4ZC 


s**t 


Letter to the Board of Governors 


In the spring 1996 issue of the 
Beacon | stated my intention to seek 
greater participation of the Board of 
Governors in managing our Society. 
A copy of my letter to the Board is 
reproduced below, for your informa- 
tion and as an invitation to participate 
in this effort by contacting the Board 
member of your choice and sharing 
your ideas with that person. 


ext 


The purpose of this letter is to 
request that the Board determine the 
state of the Society at this time, and 
formulate a program for the future. 


The Constitution of the SOWP 
specifies that management of the 
affairs of the Society is vested in a 
Board of Governors, consisting of the 
National Officers and seven other full 
members of the Society in good stand- 
ing. According to the By-laws, the 
Board decides on policies, programs 
and scope of Society activities in the 
broad sense, and the President carries 
out the policies of the Board. 


Presently the Society has about 1600 
members in good standing, down from 
a peak of more than 4,000. To main- 
tain financial viability, we need to 
retain at least that number of mem- 
bers, and explore ways and means of 
attracting new members. 


It seems to me that there are 
hundreds if not thousands of indivi- 
duals, world-wide, who meet the mem- 
bership criteria set forth in Article 1 of 
our By-laws. (Until about 20 years ago, 
Morse code was still the principal 
mode for maritime communications). 
How can we get our messsage to these 


potential members? 


To attract and hold new members we 
need to maintain and improve our 
communications media. The World 
Wireless Beacon is a large step in the 


‘right direction. Suggestions have been 


made that we also revive the Sparks 
Journal in a format within our means. 
Much of the historical and anecdotal 
material which appeared in the Journal 
could be repeated for the benefit of 
members who joined subsequent to 
the last issue of the Journa/ in 1986. 
But our Executive Secretary who 
“tends the store" every day has cau- 
tioned that our available funds do not 
point just yet to a revival of Sparks 
Jounal. 


Our publications were and still are a 
principal part of our tradition. The 
stated purpose of the Society is to 
perpetuate the memory, heritage and 
traditions of wireless telegraphers, 
their heroic deeds, and their contribu- 
tions to the state of the art of wireless 
telegraphy. This story is not yet fully 
documented; for example, consider the 
ongoing controversy over who inven- 
ted radio! 


Another possibility for reinvigorating 
our Society is to broaden the eligibility 
requirements for membership. This 
matter was studied previously, but 
there was no consensus. Shall we 
continue to address it? In this connec- 
tion Ben Russell, our Senior Vice 
President, has proposed that we alter 
the membership requirements to in- 
clude all who have held a commercial 
radio telegraph license even if it was 
never used. This would admit people 
who, at one time, had a serious intent 
to become a commercial radiotelegra- 
pher, even though the intent was never 
realized. 


We need money to continue our 
operations. Dues alone are not suffi- 
cient. Shall we solicit contributions 


from members and even from institu- 
tions which subsidize historical activi- 
ties such as ours? 


These are some thoughts concerning 
our future. I’m sure that there are 
others which will surface during your 
deliberations. 


You are invited to establish subcom- 
mittees and/or designate individuals to 
address particular aspects of this mat- 
ter. 


It is obvious that, with few exceptions, 
this work must be carried out by 
correspondence. In this connection, | 
have found e-mail to be an excellent 
means for quick exchange of informa- 
tion. Please advise me of your e-mail 
address -- or the e-mail address of 
someone else through whom you can 
be reached. I will keep such a list 
up-to-date, and circulate copies perio- 
dically. An address list of Officers 
and Board members is included in this 
issue on Page 5. As Chairman of the 
Board of Governors, I stand ready to 
assist you in any way to carry this 
assignment to a successful conclusion. 


An interim report on this undertak- 
ing should be available for publication 
in the spring 1997 issue of the World 
Wireless Beacon 


I hope that with these suggestions, 
and their own ideas on this vital 
subject, the Board can chart an endur- 
ing and profitable future course for 
the Society... -73, John J. Kelleher, 
President & Chmn.,Bd, of Governors, 


SOWP NET CHANGES 


As is its custom, the "RJ" Pacific 
Coast net (Thursdays at 2000 Pacific 
time on 3,555 kHz) closes June thru 
August. The Southwestern net (Tues- 
days at 0830 Mountain time) has been 
DISCONTINUED, as has the Yankee 
East Coast SSB net (Sundays, 1330 
Eastern time), both due to lack of 
activity. (See page 20) 


SOCIETY OF WIRELESS PIONEERS, INC. 


SUMMARY OF RECEIPTS AND EXPENDITURES FOR YEAR 1995 


RECEIPTS: 
Initiation fees 260.00 
Dues 1995 6,209.00 
Prepaid dues 6,422.00 
Life Member Dues 400.9090 - Note 1 
Donations from members 275.00 
Transfer from Inland Seas Chapter 460.97 - Note 2 
Interest earned on deposits 100.67 - Note 3 
Promotional items 403.33 
Total receipts 1995 14,330.97 
On hand 12/31/94 1Se1 71.15 18, 171TF25 
Total 312 , 502 -L2em3 22502812 
EXPENDITURES: 
Printing 3,154.94 
Postage 3,482,090 
Office supplies Sao .o2 
Technical and Reference 24.50 
Shipping and Drayage 99.99 
Bank charges and fees 124.900 
Taxes (CAlif. sales tax) 5.00 
Utilities Power/Telephone Te 9 22700 - Note 4 
P.R. and promotional 50.20 
Rent 3,310.76 
Member refunds 25.00 
Total Expenditures L2GTLRESOS 120k i099 
On hand, 31 Dec. 1995 19,784.43 19,784.43 
Gain 1,613.28 


I certify that I have checked all records of the Society of Wireless 
Pioneers, Inc., for the calendar year 1995. I find this report to be 
a true and correct copy of fiscal records furnished me. 

(Signed) 


Lorin G. DeMerritt 
Treasurer 
(Notes to Financial Report..See Page 5) 


Society of Wireless Pioneers, Inc. 
P.O. Box 8, Geyserville, CA., 95441-0086 


Notes to Financial Statement - ( Page 4) 
By Waldo T. Boyd, Executive Secretary 


Note 1: Life-Member Dues. New members pay $5.00 non-recurring membership fee in addition to recurring $15.00 first-year 
dues. 


Note 2: Transfer from Inland Seas Chapter. The Inland Seas Chapter voted to discontinue their newsletter and Chapter 
dues, with members retaining membership in the parent organization, and the funds remaining in their treasury to be 
contributed to the SOWP treasury. - 


Note 3: Interest earned on deposits. There is a long-term savings account on deposit at a bank near headquarters, which 
carries the prepaid dues of current and succeed-ing years. This account currently pays five percent interest, and is not used 
for operating expenses. A second (checking acct.) balance in another bank is used for operations. This year the two balances 
are about equal. 


Note 4: Utilities Energy/Telephone. The secretary receives a monthly check of $400 which represents storage space rental for 
SOWP archives, office space and equipment rental, P.O. Box rental (1/2 share), heating and lighting apportioned by 
percentage of SOWP square footage relative to total size of home. Except for file cabinets and one large table, SOWP-owned 
equipment is obsolete. Utilities costs are those reimbursed to Editor and Secretary which include E-Mail (On-Line) 
commercial services, and Slop-chest stock protection (space rental). The Slop-chest operation is otherwise self-sustaining. 


Note 5: Other: A surplus Olympia Memory Typewriter was donated in 1995 to The Boys and Girls Club of Santa Rosa, 
CAlif., fulfilling our State-mandated requirement to provide annual scholarships or other contributions as a not-for-profit 
corporation. Value: about $300.00. 


Approved for Publication 

(sgd) Charles E. Spencer 

V.P. Finance and Audit 
Mailing Addresses of SOWP Officers and Members of the Board of Governors 


Benjamin J. Russell, N6SL William T. Jackson, 4930 N. Hobo Charles E. Spencer, P. O. Box 173, 


#1 Place Lafitte, Madisonville, LA 
70447. e-mail: N6SL@communique.net 


Waldo T. Boyd, P O Box 86 
Geyserville, CA 95441. 
e-mail: w.boyd6@genie.com OR 
e-mail nr 2: k6édzy@msn.com 


Lorin G. De Merritt 410 Grundel 
Drive Sebastopol, CA 95472 


Dr. Joseph V. Gardner 14221 Medwick 
Road Upper Marlboro, MD 20772- 
8523 


Ms. Birgitta Gustafsson, Torggatan 8 
B, S-731 32 Koeping. SWEDEN 


Circle, Prescott Valley, AZ 86314 
e-mail: wjackson@primenet.com 


John J. Kelleher, 612 Ednor Road, 
Silver Spring, MD 20905 
e-mail: w4zc@cais.com 


Theodore K. Phelps, 6289 Olde 
Orchard Dr., Columbus, OH 43213 
e-mail: w8tp@aol.com 


Russell F. Latimer, 7 Parker St, 
Apt 606 Dartmouth, N.S. CANADA 
B2Y 4A5 


Alice S. E. Mitchell, 18, Burnards 
Court, Berrycombe Rd. Bodwin, Corn- 
wall PL31 2NU ENGLAND 


Fennville, MI 49408 


Eric Walter, Postgassli 28 Thun 3604 
SWITZERLAND 


Earl W. Korf, P O Box 153, 
Lincroft, NJ 07738 

John McKinney P. O. Box 186 
Dannebrog, NE 68831 


Olive J. Roeckner, P. O. Box 789, 
Kaslo, BC CANADA V0G 1M0 


IF YOU HAVE AN E-MAIL 
ADDRESS, please send it to 
SOWP HQ, attention Exec. Sec. 
W.T. Boyd. 
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He Needed A Place in the "Sun" 


? False Transmission: 


A marine radio operator in Anne 
Arundel County, MD., pretending to 
be on board a troubled vessel, gets the 
attention of the Coast Guard, then 
keeps talking for several hours before 
he is found. 


By Will Englund, Staff Writer, 
The Baltimore Sun 


A marine radio operator sent out a 
hoax distress call to the Coast Guard 
one night recently and then, instead of 
savoring his joke and clicking off the 
microphone, he kept talking-and talkng 
and talking. 


He talked-for more than five hours. 


It may have been the first stream- 
of-consciousness distress call In Coast 
Guard history. 


He talked in the apparent hope that 
the Coast Cluard would mobilize all 
available resources to come to the aid 
of a ship that was variously reported to 
be on fire, to be sinking, to have been 
abandoned and to have been taken 
over by terrorists, demanding safe 
passage to Baltimore. 


In fact only one resource was 
mobilized-a Chevy sedan owned by the 
Federal Communications Commission 
and equipped with a radio directional 
finder. 


Over the course of the long night, it 
finally tracked the impostor, who was 
not, as he claimed, on the bridge of the 
supertanker Orion, but in his bedroom 
at home in Arnold, MD. 


The call went on so long that four 
radio technicians at the Coast Guard 


Yard in Curtis Bay (Baltimore harbor) 
took turns handling it. Their only 


And He Got It! 


...From The Baltimore Sun... 


March 6, 1996 


WE GOT BOMB PROBLEMS" 
Excerpts from the official Coas 
uard tape of a distress call, in which 
he hoax caller describes some of his 
problems and the Coast Guard 
operators, unfailingly polite, try to 
keep him talking so that FCC 
engineers can track the broadcast: 


Orion: We have steering problems 
and, oh Christ, we got bomb pro 
blems. 


oast Guard: What kind of pro 
blems? 


Orion: You heard me, a bomb pro 
blem.... 


oast Guard: What kind of bomb is 
t? 


Orion: I don’t know. I’m not a bomb 
-xpert. 


oast Guard: Where’s the bomb 
located? 


Orion: Engine room. 


oast Guard: Can you describe wha 
it looks like? 


Orion: Stand by. [long pause] I said 
e have a black box approximately 16 
entimeters by 14 feet. [inaudible] red 

and yellow water. 


oast Guard: Tanker Orion, we need 
a specific position. 
Orion: | told you. Stand by. I’m new 
at this, all right? My navigator fell, z 
ight ? I don’t know what to tell you. 
l don’t know where I’m at.... 


orders, once It became clear that it was 
a hoax, was to keep the caller talking. 
And talk he did. 


“At first we didn’t know what to 
think,” said Coast Guardsman Michael 
Monroe, a telecommunications special- 
ist third class. “Some of the time the 
most bizarre cases turn out to be 
true.” 


Specialist Monroe and his colleagues 
are trained to treat every call seriously, 
because people sometimes act slightly 


out of the ordinary when under stress 
at sea. But the limits of skepticism 
quickly were breached this time. 


The caller said he was on the 
Choptank River on a supertanker then 
off Ocean City, then 35 to 40 minutes 
from the Key Bridge. 


He never gave an exact position. His 
problems kept changing. 


The first call came at 11:30 p.m. Feb. 
11, a calm night when the temperature 
was in the mid-30s. Coast Guard 
operators sent out a general broadcast 
alerting all shipping in the Chesapeake 
Bay that a distress call had been 
received and asking for supporting 
information from any vessel that might 
be near the Orion. 


Before the call went any further, 
though, Specialist Monroe, his chief 
petty officer and eventually officers in 
Portsmouth, VA., who were consulted, 
concluded that they were dealing with 
a trickster, and they called the FCC. 


Unfortunately, not every hoax call to 
the Coast Guard is so clearly unbeliev- 
able, and many times cutters, helicop- 
ters or planes are sent out to verify 


(See HOAX - next page) 


HOAX - From Page 6 
distress signals. 

In general, statistics on such calls are 
not kept, but a special study of the 
New England region by the Coast 
Guard found that, in 1995, the service 
responded to 416 hoax calls, at a cost 
of $624,900, according to Lt Frank 
Parker, a Coast Guard spokesman in 
Washington. 


New England, he said, probably has 
the most severe problem with hoaxes. 
“But it’s a very big problem every- 
where,” he added. 


On this night in Maryland, the FCC 
officer in charge at the Commission’s 
facility in Columbia listened in on the 
call and decided it was worth pursuing. 
Making a false distress call is a cri- 
minal offense, punishable by up to a 
year in jail and a $10,000 fine. 


The FCC staffer called James 
Walker, an FCC electrical engineer, at 
home, and together they decided to 
find the culprit. 


Mr. Walker drove to Columbia, 
picked up the specially equipped Chev- 
rolet and by 1:30 am. Feb. 12 had 
headed out. 


The Coast Guard was getting the 
strongest signal at the Bay Bridge, so 
Mr. Walker drove there. 


He could hear nothing at first, and 
picked up a faint signal as he crossed 
the bridge. “Crude, but, hey, this is 
what we got. Let’s work with it,” he 
said. 


The signal seemed to be coming 
from behind, and on Kent Island it 
disappeared again, so he drove back 
across the bridge and west on U.S. 50. 
Mr. Walker decided to head up Route 
2, and when he reached Arnold he 
picked up the caller. 


Then it was just a matter of zeroing 


in. “We were probably within a mile of 
his residence,” Mr. Walker said. “But 
there are a lot of crooked streets and 
dead ends in there, and I think we 
found them all that night.” 


The directional finder has an elec- 
tronic arrow that points to the signal’s 
origin. Mr. Walker had to keep driving 
up and down streets in Arnold until he 
reached the right house. 


At 3:30 a.m., he parked and called 
Anne Arundel County police for assis- 
tance. By 4:30 a.m., a police officer had 
arrived, and together they went to the 
house-a two-story, modest building in 
an older development. 


The impostor’s mother answered the 
door and told Mr. Walker that he 
probably should speak to her 25- 
year-old son, who was upstairs. 


The police officer talked to the young 
man, Mr. Walker told him he was 
violating the law, and they left. 


The longest of all distress calls finally 
came to an end. 


The FCC did not identify the caller 
because he faces civil or criminal 
charges for making a false distress call 
and operating a marine radio without a 
license. 

“I’m not sure what he thought he 
was doing,” Mr. Walker said. “Just 
having fun, I guess.” 


e*ee8 


Thanks to the Sua _ for this 
extensive quote. We first learned 
about this story from a short weekend 
radio press broadcast on March 16, 
1996, sponsored by the Marine 
Engineers Beneficial Association 
union (MEBA). A look at the 
Baltimore newspaper for March 6 
confirmed that the story might be of 
interest to Beacon readers. - Editor. 


eee 


3rd World CW - From Page 1 


“When you sail east of Italy in the 
Mediterranean and into the Indian 
Ocean and eastward to Japan, in my 
opinion things really liven up where 
marine CW is concerned. The third 
world is alive and well on 500 as are its 
ships. Weather is only obtained in 
India via CW on MF and HF. The bulk 
of the traffic once handled on CW by 
ships of the industrialized countries is 
now handled via satellite. The com- 
panies see a cost savings and rapid 
delivery of traffic when modern sys- 
tems are used. Some of the messages 
are quite long. 


“I might add that the only WX being 
sent in the Meditteranean is on CW by 
Italian coast station LAR, (ROMERA- 
DIO). They have two skeds in the 
morning and one broadcast is quite 
long. They like CW and do a lot of HF 
traffic as well. 500 is jumpin! 


“There is one overlooked place to 
find a lot of CW activity, but you will 
not be able to hear it over here. I hear 
what seems to be thousands of stations 
on HF all over the place in between 
the regular commercial segments com- 
ing from the area of China, but I’m 
not sure. It is not in English, but 
sounds like every little village has a 
CW sstation..you can take it from 
there and that is only my observation. 
Lately I hear a lot of SSB stations as 
well. 


“On HF there is a fair amount of 
SITOR traffic and at half the cost of 
satellite communications. In the future 
SITOR will come on line stronger and 
it will be the replacement mode for 
CW as we go into the next century. 
There are many SITOR coast stations 
looking for traffic, but the satellite 
community has a strong foothold 
around the world as a do-everything 
mode. However, SITOR has many 


See 3rd World CW - Page 20 Col. 1 


...-Our Readers Write... . 


Remembering the 
Lighthouse Service 
by K.P. Braswell, 1406-P, 
Longview, TX 
To All at SOWP - 


Thanks for keeping things going. I 
especially enjoy the articles pertaining 
to the Merchant Service. I had 5-6 
years service as a tanker radio opera- 
tor and then my year as radio op 
aboard Heald Bank Lightship, one 
season - the last of the lightships in the 
Gulf of Mexico. Then I was a District 
Radio Electrician until 1939 when the 
USLHS became part of the U.S. Coast 
Guard. I became a Chief Radioman 
and Chief Electronic Technician. I had 
other ratings in the Coast Guard in 
which I continued doing radio-beacon 
work until 1949. 


Looking back, I enjoyed it all and I 
was there when a Radio Beacon 
station consisted of whatever was avail- 
able, surplus Navy transmitters, plus 
some Spark equipment from commer- 
cial sources. The keying equipment 
and other component parts were shop- 
made. I was there then and later 
supervised installation of the latest 
available equipment at all Radio Bea- 
con Stations in the Gulf. 


Today, that world is long-gone, but 
I’m glad to have been a part of it I’m 
glad to see that replicas of lighthouses 
are popular as “collectibles” now. The 
Lighthouse Service served this country 
well until modern technology took 
over. 


My “OW” Nora and I moved into a 
retirement center two years ago, 
March 12, We are very comfortable 
here and recommend a retirement type 


of life for anyone when keeping up a 
home becomes too big a burden. We 
will each reach 88 years this year and 
feel good about our type of living and 
life. 


73s to all (signed) K. P. Braswell. 


Warm thanks to Willard N. Edson, 
1781-SGP, 94, who sent a “life- 
review” note dated March 28, 1996 to 
Exec. Sec’y. Walt Boyd: 


“Here’s my dues for 1996 and beyond. 


“In January 1921, I enlisted in the 
Army, choosing Lighter-Than-Air as 
my branch. Assigned to 23rd Baloon 
Company. 


“It had classes and I chose radio. I 
was told that if I could send and 
receive at 10 wpm, I would be transfer- 
red tp Langley Field, VA., (now Lang- 
ley Air Force Base. 


“IT served as radio operator in non- 
rigid ships of the B, C and D - class 
dirigibles. The U.S. had purchased a 
semi-rigid dirigible from Italy, the 
ROMA. I was junior man and became 
the operator in the radio shack atop 
the hangar. The four Ansaldo engines 
were replaced with Liberty engines. 


“The test flight was in February, 1922. 
On this flight the airship crashed and 
burned over the Norfolk, VA Army 
supply base. All died except one crew- 
man, a rigger. 


“Vacuum tubes used were the VT-1 
and VT-2. 


“I was discharged in early 1924 and 
while in service I obtained a commer- 
cial radio license. 


“Failing to get a shipboard job, I 
enlisted in the Navy and was selected 


for submarine duty, assigned to the 
USS SAVANNAH, (not a sub). It was 
a coal-burner, previously named the 
Saxonia (German), interned during 
WW-I, a freighter, perhaps a banana- 
boat. It became the flagship for USN 
Admiral M. M. Taylor and Submarine 
Division IL Left aboard after inter- 
nment was a spark transmitter and | 
had infrequent occasions to use it. | 
could communicate with NAA or NSS 
while we were anchored in Pensacola, 
FL. 


“T ‘graduated’ from the New London, 
(CT) Submarine School in June, 1924. 
One of the school boats was from 
WWI, the Ni. Our practice dives were 
off Block Island, RI. 


“After due course, I was assigned to 

the S-24 and spent several of the 
happiest years aboard this diesel- 
powered pigboat, home-ported in San 
Diego, CA. We did our practice diving 
off the Coronado islands. I copied 
WNU (New Orleans, LA) press, send- 
ing my copy to the bridge, while the 
signalmen and quartermaster were 
practicing with flags and blinkers. | 
took shore duty at the high-powered 
station (NPG) at Mare Island, CA. 


“After my enlistment was up in 1930, 
I went ‘over the side’ and took a job 
with one of United Airlines predeces- 
sors, Boeing Air Transport. I was 
assigned to BAT headquarters in 
Cheyenne, WY. 


“T ‘talked’ airplanes down through 
overcast skies, was made a ‘Flight 
Dispatcher’ in 1935, three years before 
it was established by the FAA as an 
occupational title. 


“T retired in 1967 at age 65.” 
MORE INCOMING MaAIL...Page 9 
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MORE INCOMING MAIL 


C.E.N.T.E.N.A.R.LA.N.S. 
Stories of Americans Born 
With the Century 
31 December 1995 


John J. Kelleher, President 
The Society of Wireless Pioneers, 
612 Ednor Road, 
Silver Spring, Maryland 20905 


Dear Mr. Kelleher, 


Just a brief note to thank you for 
the conduit to Eddy Kincaide. I spent a 
few hours with Eddy just before 
Christmas; he’s a terrific gentleman. | 
do expect that some of his stories will 
appear in the book I am compiling. 


Again, thank you. And let me wish 
you a healthy, happy new year. 


Sincerely, (signed) Bernard Edelman 
182 Mount Joy Road, 
Finesville, N.J. 08865-7712 


eee 0 ¢ 


Eddy Kincaide, 4876-SSGP, KA1IVQ, 
is our “Quiet Century-Man", of Fairha- 
ven, MA, a 1914 veteran of the earty 
U.S. Revenue Cutter Service which 
became the USCG. - Editor. 


eee & 


23 January, 1996 


Dear OM - Enjoy the Wireless Bea- 
con. The article about Eddie Kincaide 
brought on memories of listening to 
600m for code practice. Any time the 
Revenue Cutter Acushnet/NRU 
would send a TR report of being 
underway I always knew something was 
going on in the wintry Atlantic. [ am 
well on my way to 100 as Eddie is 
enjoying - I hope. Am still active on 
the HF ham bands. Retired from 
WTIC/AM/FM & Channel 3 in Hart- 
ford, CT. Hope SOWP is getting 
younger blood, able to get around and 


physically active, which I am not. 
Sincerely, 
(Signed) Ed Kingsley, 
4474 SGP, WIEY, Westbrook, CT. 


*228 ¢ 


Monroeville, NJ 
6 March, 1996 


Dear Waldo - OT: Please don’t let me 
miss a copy of the Bezcon. Didn’t 
realize my membership was due. 
Please find $40 for 3 years dues 
enclosed. Outstanding article on 
GMDSS in latest issue...The entire 
issue is FB reading. 


Respectfully, 
Cliff, N2PLE 
(Wayne W. Clifford, 5061-V.) 
eeeee 
Westfield, NJ, 3-5-96 


Dear Waldo - Thanks for jerking me 
up with the RED DOT on my copy of 
the World Wireless Feacon...lt gets 
better all the time...I enjoy reading it 
cover to cover. Good luck. -73 


(Signed) Hank Treger, 2553-SGP, 
W2AMS. 

*2ee8 € 
(Beacon “testimonials” were also 
received from Del Banks, 0813-P, 


WARGA; Joe Harold, 1138-V; John 
Johnson, 3220-V, WB4DFO; Frank 
Krasinski, 4988-M, W8MHT and oth- 
ers. - Editor) 


#22 & & 


March 7, 1996 


Enclosed is my check for SOWP 
renewal. Sad to see the demise of 
sea-going Sparks. Corporations are 
draining society of all the vocations 
that served so well and long to 
everyone’s_ benefit. My service on 29 


deepwater ships from 1943 to 1989 still 
alive in my memory disc and luckily I 
had the good fortune to be one of the 
WW2 generation. Now our societies 
are evolving into wastelands (unhappily 
in social, political and economic 
spheres.) “A Toast to The ’Old’ Days", 
W4VAR, John N. Muszynski, 1618-V. 


eee 


March 11, 1996 
Dear Waldo: 


Enclosed is my dues for this year. 
Since last September 7th, 1 have been 
in and out of the hospital, first with 
bypass surgery and then attempting to 
get rid of a staph-infection received 
during the bypass surgery. As a result, 
I have been out of touch with things in 
general. 


Best wishes, 
(Signed) John Seaver, 3655-V, W2XR 


$244 


Bob Hendriks, 4985-V, PAOCWS, 
wrote from Lelystad, Netherlands, 
8 March, 1996 to Exec. Sec’y. Boyd: 


"...By the way Walt, in the last World 
Wireless Feacon the fb story VNDN 
de PK1JC’ by A. Prose Walker,5135-V, 
W4BW on page 13, the ’pre-WWIl 
amateur call of PK1JC (then assigned 
the Dutch West Indies) must be the 
Dutch East Indies and for the west 
part of the island of JAVA, in the 
formerly Dutch East Indies, now In- 
donesia...Bob, ex PK3HB." 


(Author Walker recognized the same 


“transposed geography", Bob, and 
wrote the Editor with a correction!) 


You know where YOU are... 
You know where WE are... 


But WE don’t always know where 


OU are! Please let US know whe 
you change your address! 
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* * * * Chapter News* * * * 


Jack Binns Chapter, Seattle, WA 
By Don Newman, 58-P, W7CO 


The regular spring meeting of the 
Society was held at Andy’s Diner on 
Saturday April 20th. The weather was 
very nice. This was the fifth luncheon 
at Andy’s since the closing of the Dog 
House. It has turned out to be a good 
place with good parking and not crow- 
ded. We meet in the Roundhouse 
Room. The diner is made up of 
famous old railroad cars. Our room 
has a U shaped seating and holds 34. 
Sometimes it is a bit crowded for 
milling around, but we manage. They 
have a larger room that holds 50 to 60 
but we don’t need that one. Sometimes 
the lunch service is a bit slow but it 
gives us time to catch up on all the 
gang’s news. Usually we have about 30 
or 32, today only 20, as several were 
unable to attend for many reasons. 


After luncheon the meeting was 
called to order by Don Newman due to 
the absence of John Dudley. Several 
were unable to attend. Keith 
VE7KWK; Tuck W7FLF; Olive 
VE7ERA. I was supposed to take 
Viggo Eberlin, WA7CJV, but when I 
got to his place he said he was not 
feeling well enough. Howard Mason 
also wasn’t feeling too well but both 
sent their 73’s to all. Al Johnson 
W7BN also couldn’t come. 


Unfortunately we had two Silent Keys 
to report. John Layton, W7GPS, who 
died shortly after our last luncheon in 
October, and Gene Warren VE7BRC 
who died March 14th. A period of 
respect was held for them and all those 
who have preceded them. 


Net reports were given for the Jack 
Binns net by Hal Johnson W7PN. and 
the RJ (Pacific Coast) and Transcon 


by myself. 


Self-introductions were given by 
everyone and they never cease to be 
very interesting as our people have 
really been around. All stated their 
first vessel and all their experiences 
from that time on. There was no 
official program scheduled and it was 
suggested that each one give a report 
on one instance fondly remembered in 
their careers. Due to the lateness of 
the hour that was postponed untill the 
next luncheon. 


Doc Burton W/7SF, our Historian, 
reported on the histories received 
since last meeting and asked for more 
of us to reply. His book now weighs 
five pounds and it contains lots of 
interesting items. Maybe some day 
mine will be complete and I am hoping 
to do that shortly. 


P.S. We had a slim turnout but had 
fun. We have some new ones lined up, 
but most are too old to travel much. 
Even me. 


I have a FCC ship inspection shortly. 
I’m also going to a dinner of the Puget 
Sound Maritime Historical Society, 
where | will give a talk. We are kicking 
around the idea of restoring the old 
Swiftsure Lightship as a museum. My 
XYL is in favor, as I will donate my old 
IP-1220 and 1420 receivers that I had 
at sea in the 30’s. (See note, Page 20). 


My Dad was on the waterfront here 
in Seattle in the early 1900’s. He was 
Supt. of the old Kitsap Navigation Co., 
which had a bunch of the little, old 
Sound steamers. | have several passes 
made out to my mother dated from 
1908 to 1914. There’s also a menu 
from the “Flyer”, one of the oldies 
that gave a Christmas dinner, very 
cheap. The last sentence says: “Don’t 
forget the dime tip!” 


Cheerio and see you later-73. - Don 


By Bill Jackson, 3612-V, Wé6HDP, 
Chapter Director : 


The Pacific Southwest Chapter 
IX, Society of Wireless Pioneers and 
the Arizona Barry Goldwater Chapter 
16, Quarter Century Wireless Assn, 
held their 8th annual joint luncheon 
meeting on Dec. 2, 1995 at the Safari 
Resort Conference Center in Scotts- 
dale, Arizona. 


After a most delicious meal, as 
always, Harry Snyder, 4864V, WORN, 
introduced the keynote speaker, Ron 
Delong, WB6DHI, from Motorola, 
who presented the program. Ron 
enlightened us on the new Iridium. 
System developed by Motorola, a satel- 
lite-based wireless personal communi- 
cations network designed to permit 
telephone transmission via voice, data, 
fax and paging to anywhere on the 
earth. The system, as Ron explained, 
uses 66 planned satellites and is being 
financed by private and industrial com- 
panies. It will be operational in 1998. 


After the program, Fried Heyn, 
WA6WZO. ARRL SW Director, gave 
a short talk on what’s happening in the 
ARRL. 


Earlier, Pat Higgins, XYL of Gerry, 
$481-TA, W9INP, led the sing-a-long 
with Leo Meyerson, 5344-TA, 
WOGFQ, on the piano and Bob 
Menefee, 4909-V, AA7QJ, on the 
banjo providing the accompaniment. 


Door prizes were the final event of | 
the day, donated by QCWA and 
ARRL. 82 people were in attendance. 


P.S. We regret to announce that the 

Pacific SW Net (7055 kHz on Tuessday 

mornings at 0830 MST) has been 

discontinued, due to decline in activity. 

Preston Simms, 2991-P, WSRM, was - 
NCS for a long time. We thank “Pres” 

for his dedication and service. 


-73, Bill Jackson 
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~ “~All At Sea With Simpson~ ~ 


Editor’s Introduction: 


This article, by a well-known author- 
historian and member of SOWP, was 
completed in the summer of 1994. A 
longhand manuscript was sent to 
SOWP for possible publication in 
Spatks Journal. \t may have been Mr. 
Olson’s last completed work. He had 
written many technical-historical pieces 
for QS7Z The Antique Wireless 
Association and others. 


Henry Olson died unexpectedly on 
March 9, 1996 at his home in Menlo 
Park, CA. He was 64. 


ALL AT SEA WITH SIMPSON 
Part | 
(See Page 12 for Reference Notes) 


One of the more interesting charac- 
ters on the early wireless stage who 
never achieved as much fame and 
fortune as some of his contemporar- 
ies, (like Marconi, Fessenden or Sar- 
noff) was Commodore Frederick 
Grant Simpson. Simpson was an inven- 
tor and electrical engineer of some 
note, having at least 16 U.S. patents to 
his credit - mostly on wireless and 
radio equipment. As General Manager 
and Vice President of Kilbourne and 
Clark in Seattle, Simpson was respon- 
sible for the production of hundreds of 
spark transmitters that were installed 
on ships sailing the Pacific. These K & 
C spark transmitters were mostly of 
the quenched-gap type, with the multi- 
ple cells of the gap right on the front 
panel of the transmitter for easy 
servicing, and usually equipped with an 
_ electric fan for gap cooling. To avoid 
the Marconi patents, Simpson desig- 
ned a variation of the standard quen- 
ched-gap spark transmitter which used 


By Henry D. Olson, 5496-TA, W6GXN - SK 


a mercury-arc rectifier (Patent # 
1,199,213). With Simpson’s patent, K 
& C felt that it had a secure position 
to mass-produce such spark transmit- 
ters without fear of patent-infringment 
suits from Marconi or others. In 
practice, however, most of the K & C - 
equipped ships did not use the mercury 
are rectifier in their transmitters when 
at sea. The liquid mercury cathode of 
such rectifiers was no doubt subject to 
“sloshing” with the pitch and roll of 
the ship. 


So as soon as the anchor was 
weighed, the mercury-arce recifier was 
simply wired-around by the radio 
operator, using a set of pre-measured 
jumper wires on hand in every such 
ship’s radio room. These temporary 
“at sea mode” jumpers were removed 
when the ship was in U.S. ports. This 
was a similar practice to what most 
non-Marconi radio operators were 
doing anyway, in the practice of their 
work. For instance, United Wireless 
operators, who for patent reasons 
could not use any crystal detector but 
carborundum, all carried their personal 
galena or silicon crystal in a small 
tobacco-tin in their pocket. Later radio 
Operators even carried complete 
regenerative receivers aboard in their 
kits, in violation if the Armstrong 
patents held by RCA. This sort of 
sub-rosa activity was simply viewed as 
“practical radio”; that is, getting the 
job of your ship’s communications 
done, in spite of the oppressive legal 
opposition of big companies like Mar- 
coni and later, RCA. (Ref.1) After 
World War I, K & C experienced 
cutbacks in production and expensive 
patent suits, which worked great 


economic hardship on the company. 
Simpson left K & C to form his own 
firm, Simpson Radio Co., in Seattle. At 
Simpson Radio, several new patents 
were applied for and granted to Fre- 
derick Simpson. The two most impor- 
tant patents were # 1,507,689 and # 
1,755,327 for a tube-type radio receiver 
and a tube- type radio transmitter, 
respectively. Both of these patents 
were for two-tube circuits. They used 
triodes in what would appear to most 
observers to be similar to a push-pull 
triode amplifier with cross-neutraliza- 
tion. However, the feedback capaci- 
tors were larger than just enough to 
cause neutralization and there was no 


Push-pull Triode Amplifier 


There would not be a great deal 
of significance to the Simpson patents, 
except that in 1928 the Dollar Steam- 
ship Co. bought the financially-ailing 
Simpson Radio Co. to get those 
patents. Ralph Heintz, of Heintz and 
Kaufman, one of the Dollar-controlled 
companies of San Francisco, flew 
north to Seattle to examine Simpson’s 
circuits to see if they were adaptable to 
the low-mu Gammatron tubes that 
(Continued - Page _ 12) 
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SIMPSON - From Page 11 


H & K was experimenting with to get 
around other patents. 


In Seattle, Ralph Heintz met with 
Howard Mason of Simpson Radio and 
became convinced that the Simpson 
oscillator would easily work using H & 
K’s low-mu Gammatron triodes. The 
mu-values achieved with these tubes 
were only between 2 and 3.5, but with 
parallel resonant circuits in the plate- 
loads of the Simpson oscillator, there 
was adequate voltage to sustain posit- 
ive feedback. Ralph Heintz immediately 
advised Dollar to buy Simpson Radio. 
Back in the San Francisco Bay area, H 
& K began to build transmitters for 
high frequency tests aboard Dollar 
ships. The first units used pairs of 
RCA UV204A’s and the first ship so 
equipped was the President Taft/ 
KDRW. The Taft was to try trans- 
Pacific HF tests with station 6XBB 
(later KTK) at Mussel Rock, now 
Pacifica, near San Francisco. The first 
of the tests was on the standard 
“Horseshoe Run” from S.F. across the 
Pacific, returning to Seattle. Charles 
Cross was the radio operator. 


When the Taft ended its first HF 
test voyage in February, 1929 at Seat- 
tle, one of the operators at Mussel 
Rock, Roger Bunce, was dispatched to 
join engineer Niel Brown in Seattle to 
make changes to improve on the 
coupling of the HF transmitter to the 
ship’s existing MF antenna system. The 
President Taft embarked in March, 
1929 on a “reverse horshoe” run from 
Seattle, across the Pacific and thence 
back to San Francisco. She carried 
three radio operators, Bob “Pop” 
West, Harold VanWegan and Roger 
Bunce. Instructions were to make 
hourly contacts with 6XBB, 24 hours a 
day on HF, between 6 and 18 mHz. 
This second test run by the Taft was a 
resounding success, with no hourly 
skeds missed, except for a few between 


Shanghai and Manila. By July 1929, the 
President Polk/KDOZ had been fitted 
with H&K high-frequency gear and hat 
put to sea with Fred Roebuck (FD) on 
board as operator. He had earlier been 
instrumental in demonstrating that HF 
was a viable band for DX communica- 
tion using relatively low power, while 
he was operator on the yacht Kaimi- 
loa/KFUH in 1924-25. (Refs. 2 & 3) 


The tests aboard the Kaimiloa and 
similar U.S. Navy tests by NRRL 
aboard the USS Seattle in the Pacific, 
were what convinced Robert Stanley 
Dollar of the likelihood that HF might 
be the way to handle the communica- 
tion needs of his ships. After the 
voyages of the President Taft and 
President Polk, it was becoming rather 
obvious to radio-telegraph and cable 
companies that Dollar was out to set 
up his own radio system with con- 
sequent reduction in revenues for the 
established communication companies. 


So RCA and Western Electric 
refused to sell any more tubes to 
Heintz and Kaufman, invoking the 
patent notice on the side of each tube 
carton “For Experimental Use Only”. 
(Some of the early W.E. 211A’s even 
had patent numbers printed sideways 
on the tubes’ glass envelopes). As 
Ralph Heintz points out in his UC- 
Berkely interviews by Arthur Norberg 
of the Bancroft Library in 1977, H&K 
could have purchased tubes from Eng- 
land or Germany, but using them in 
transmitters in the U.S. would have 
infringed patents held by RCA, Wes- 
tern Electric and other members of the 
“Radio Trust”. (Ref. 4) It was not so 
much the basic patent on the grid-type 
triode (DeForest’s #879,532 of 1908) 
as that early tube patent should have 
expired in 1925, but other patents on 
“gettering”, thoriated tungsten _fila- 
ments and grid-leaks were in the way. 
The decision was made at H&K to 
make their own tubes for the transmit- 


ters aboard Dollar ships and at Dol- 
laradio shore stations. The Gamma- 
tron would have no grid, just a con- 
trol-plate (near one side of the fila- 
ment) and an output-plate farther 
away on the other side of the filament. 
Thus,. there was no grid and therefore, 
no grid-leak if a resistance to ground 
was used in an oscillator circuit. The 
control plate was named the Gamma 
electrode by H&K employee Jim 
Brown, W6AY. The filament was of 
pure Tungsten, not as efficient with 
electron emission as thoriated tung- 
sten, and the two plates were made of 
tantalum, out-gassed at high tempera- 
ture. The tantalum plates would 
adsorb stray gas molecules, performing 
the function of a getter, even at high 
temperatures and the lack of the usual 
“mirroring” of getter material on the 
tube envelope increased heat transfer 
to the exterior of the tube by means of 
radiation. The Simpson oscillator 
patent, # 1,775,327, allowed H & K to 
avoid the DeForest patents #1,507,016 
and # 1,507,017 on triode oscillators 
which were still in effect and controlled 
by RCA and its “Radio Trust". The 
innovative H&K grid-less Gammatron 
tubes allowed the various tube patents 
to be avoided. 
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WSYI LOSES AT FCC: 


COMMISSION DENIES 
PETITION ON ONE-WAY 
-BULLETIN BROADCASTS ON 
HAM BANDS 


(From the WSYI Report, April 15, 
1996 - Full Quote): 


“The FCC has denied the WSYI 
Petition for Rulemaking which sought 
to transfer all information type broad- 
casts to the VHF and higher frequency 
bands. The Commission said they 
received 391 comments which over- 
whelmingly opposed the proposal. 


(The petition, RM8626, filed in 
April, 1995, sought to eliminate all 
one-way amateur transmissions such as 
code practice and information bulletins 
below 30 MHz, including those from 
WI1AW, the ARRL headquarters 
station. - Editor). 


(FCC commented): “ "While there 
may be some disagreement about the 
propriety of conducting one-way trans- 
missions on frequency bands that have 
long-distance propagation capability, it 
appears that many amateur operators 
rely on such transmissions to obtain 
information bulletins of interest to the 
amateur service, as well as for learning 
and improving their proficiency in 
telegraphy.’ 


“Still unanswered is the question as 
to the appropriateness of HF amateur 
bulletin broadcasts - such as those by 
KiMAN - that appear on many HF 
bands simultaneously without first 
determining frequency occupancy. 
(WSYI is) considering asking for a 
clarification." 


*e* 


K1MAN, Belgrade Lakes, ME 
broadcasts bulletins on international 
humanitarian crises and has coordina- 
ted missions to provide assistance.- Ed. 


~~ 


SILICON SNAKE OIL 


Second Thoughts on the 
Information Highway 


By Clifford Stoll 


Reviewed by Kirsti Jenkins-Smith, 
3534-M, VKONL 


After some 15 years of involvement 
with computers and the evolving net- 
worked world; keeping in touch via 
E-mail, exchanging information and 
joining discussions via chatlines etc. 
Clifford Stoll in his book stands back 
and takes a look at what is happening 
to himself as well as how the ‘virtual’ 
world may affect the real world of 
literacy, activity, creativity and in-depth 
knowledge. 


The author not only questions the 
amount of time spent in front of his 
computer in order to search the nets’ 
follow newsgroups, download files and 
other internet activities. He also ques- 
tions the end value of such activities, 
especially where education, social inter- 
activity and life in aeneral is concer- 
ned” 


While he is far from denigrating the 
technowonders of the modern world, 
Stoll nevertheless pleads for a touch of 
common sense. In looking at the 
efficiency/cost of such things as E-mail, 
the reality of computer shopping and 
the standard of computer entertain- 
ment, he points out many fallacies in 
much of the hype we have endured 
over the past few years, even to 
divulging what it is really like to read a 
book on his laptop in bed! 


Computers in our schools have been 
in use for years and are now a MUST 
This is all well and good, but where 
exactly are the brilliant results fore- 


Book News and Reviews 


cast? This phenomenom is also dis- 
cussed by Stoll and should give food 
for thought for educators and parents 
alike. The reason for having a tool - a 
labour-saving device for thinking, is 
indeed something to think about (with- 
out tools). Do we want our children to 
grow up limited to thinking like a 
computer, unable to think for them- 
selves? 


Looking at the fast development of 
computers and the ever-increasing 
speeds by which they operate, com- 
bined with high speed modems, Stoll 
points to our human frailty when it 
comes to reading and absorbing mes- 
sages sent at 14,4000 baud. With an 
eye to the cost per minute to be on 
line, we are usually in too much of a 
hurry to draft any reply, so it will have 
to be quick and off the cuff. Not the 
most ideal way to foster good composi- 
tion in writing skills. 

As computers have made their in- 
roads into the workplace, many profes- 
sionals are now expected to learn 
complicated computer programs in 
order to carry out their duties. Such 
time-consuming exercises limit the time 
spent getting on with their actual work. 
And, as we all know ’programs are 
updated, changed’ and require more 
time spent on learning, necessary pro- 
cedure in a networked world where Big 
Brother has an easy time of it. 


Stoll is dismayed at the level of sludge 
appearing on the nets. Caused by an 
uncensored free-for-all situation, it is 
almost unavoidable. The question is 
how to filter out the worst of it from 
what children have access to; or how 
to teach children the art of dealing 


Continued - Page 14 


Silicon Snake Oil - From Page 13 


with the loonies, of which there are 
bound to be many on a sheer ratio of 
x number of loonies per million people. 


I found it interesting to read Stoll’s 
observations where the networked digi- 
talised library is concerned. It is still in 
its gestation period and has a long way 
to go before it can cause any real 
harm, in spite of all we hear about the 
bookless library. Nor should we worry 
unduly about the disappearance of 
newspapers and magazines. The nets 
have to get their information from 
somewhere! 


Following the Usenet with its thou- 
sands of newsgroups and individuals 
makes it increasingly difficult to pick 
out anything worthwhile. “In the 
end,Gresham’s Law applies,” says Stoll. 
“Babble drives out dialogue. Those 
with something worthwhile to say no 
longer visit." 


‘Silicon Snake Oil’ is immensely 
readable and written in a lighthearted 
style. My interest was immediately 
captured on page one and kept at high 
peak until the end on page 234. After 
years of being dehydrated by hot air 
emanating from news media here 
‘down under,’ my senses have been 
soothed as by a long cool drink. | am 
after all normal. To prefer real life 
over a virtual existence in cyberspace is 
not as archaic as one has been led to 
believe; entertained only by the dregs 
of humanity. Of course computers are 
wonderful, and so are worldwide nets 
when used with a bit of thought. But, 
as Clifford Stoll asks in the preface to 
his book: “Is the networked world a 
distraction from reality? An ostrich 
hole to divert our attention and 
resources from social problems? mis- 
use of technology that encourages 
passive rather than active participa- 
tion?” In fact “a non place which lures 
us to surrender our time on Earth.” 
Or, to say it with that other famous 


author: “To be or not to be; that is the 
question-” 


Silicon Snake Oil by Clifford Stoll is 
published in the USA by Doubleday. 


Recommended retail price is $22.- U.S. 
$29.95- Canada. 
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BOOK REVIEW 
Wake of the Wirelessman 


By B. J. Clemons Palo Alto, CA: 
Glencannon Press, 1996. xvii + 266 
pp., photographs, illustrations, maps, 
appendix, bibliography, index US §$ 
16.95, paper; ISBN O-9637586-6-7. 


Reviewed by Russ Latimer, 2521-V, 
VE1BPP. 


Wake of the Wirelessman is the 
intriguing story of Dale Clemons and 
his inestimable contribution in pioneer- 
ing radio and wireless telegraphic com- 
munication in the United States mer- 
chant navy in the early 20 th. century. 


The author of this absorbing book, 
Dale’s daughter, Bette Clemons, a 
retired nurse who was born in the 
State of Indiana in 1925, turned her 
attention to her father’s seafaring 
career when she found his diaries, old 
letters and photographs which reawak- 
ened her love of ships and sealore, as 
well as the lingering curiosity of her 
father’s unbounding interest in radio 
and the sea. 


At age nine, farm boy Dale Clemons, 
born in 1895, began spending his spare 
time visiting the train-depot telegraph- 
ist in his hometown of Storm Lake, 
Iowa and although the corn fields of 
his home State were 1,000 miles inland 
from the ocean, he constantly read 
about the sea and studied everything 
he could find about Marconi’s great 
new invention, radio communications 
and signalling through the medium of 
Morse Code without the use of wires. 


The Titanic disaster in 1912, when 
Dale was seventeen, had an enduring 
impact on his life and it was about this 


- time that he entered Radio School; the 


first radio school in America, from 
which he graduated, as one of a group 
of twenty students, with his Govern- 
ment certificate of proficiency. 


Finding temporary employment in 
ships that plied the U. S. west coast, 
Dale was soon assigned to a position 
as ‘Sparks’ on the passenger liner S.S. 
CONGRESS and it was while he 
served in this fascinating ship that he 
honed his skills with a fast, accurate 
‘fist? and the ability to copy Morse in 
the ‘copy behind’ mode (holding the 
incoming word while copying the pre- 
vious words). His lifelong dream of 
becoming an outstanding pioneer in 
the, then new and exciting, field of 
radio communications at sea, was fast 
becoming a reality. 


S.S. COLUSO was his next ship 
which voyaged to Australia and New 
Zealand, returning to Boston -via the 
recently opened, awe inspiring, Panama 
Canal. Due to a temporary mud slide 
at the canal, his ship was compelled to 
return to the Pacific west coast via 
Cape Horn. S.S. LURLINE was his 
next ship which voyaged to Hawaii. 


World War One brought into pers- 
pective the effectiveness of wireless as 
a tool and weapon and with the 
involvement of the United States in the 
conflict and the acknowledgement of 
unrestricted submarine warfare , Dale 
Clemons volunteered his wireless ser- 
vices and was immediately assigned to 
the aging, French-built, ex-cableship 
S.S. VIGO/KMC, bound for Italy and 
laden with war supplies. 


Author Bette Clemon’s well docu- 
mented account of VIGO’s voyage 
from New York to Genoa via Horta 
and Gibraltar is a stirring account of 
radio communications on the high seas 
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in 1917, together with details of seafar- 
ing and the radio profession on the 
war-ravaged North Atlantic, as well as 
such shipboard experiences as a major 
storm, contaminated drinking water, 
disguising the ship by painting out her 
name and replacing it with the identifi- 
cation SF-Il, installation of mock-up 
wooden guns, the rigging of sails on 
the foremast, a grounding and a leak- 
ing bull. 


After signing off VIGO, Dale 
married and worked in Valparaiso, 
Indiana, where he built and operated 
radio station WRBC and later, as a 
licensed electrical engineer, worked in 
Chicago where many of his electronic 
developments were granted patents. 
His interest in Amateur Radio lasted a 
lifetime and it was in April, 1968 that 
he became a Silent Key. 


Author Bette Clemons has written 
an engrossing account about her 
resourceful father, an intrepid ‘Sparks’ 
who blazed the trail of early wireless 
which began with Gugleilmo Marconi 
and adventuresome young pioneers 
like Dale Clemons. 


Glencannon Press, as well, has made 
a worthy contribution to maritime 
history by publishing this attractive and 
very readable book which should have 
excellent worth to potential 


purchasers. 
R. F. Latimer April, 1996 
7 Parker Street, Apt. 606 
Dartmouth, Nova _ Scotia 
Canada, B2Y 4AS 1-902-466-7135 
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TELL YOUR FRIENDS 
you read about it in The World 


Wireless Beacon - and sign ’em up in 
SOWP - where we say - 


CW FOREVER! 


A SEQUEL - 
ffistoric Reminder IT 


By John P. Kemper, 4190-V, W6SCO 


A few years ago I wrote an article 
for the WWB entitled “Four Wheel 
Brass Pounding” (Vol 2, No. 2) about 
some of mv activities in the FCC RID. 


The March 1996 edition has two 
stories concerning the WWII activities 
of the Filipino guerrillas on Panay. In 
particular, the story about KFS 
brought back some very vivid 
memories of that period. 


I must preface this with a bit of 
background: In 1942-43, I was a radio 
operator for the RID FCC at the 
Santa Ana, CA Primary Monitoring 
station (sine, “SN”), before I entered 
the Army as a Japanese intercept 
operator for Signal Radio Intelligence. 
One of the many activities we perfor- 
med at SN was the intercept and 
bearing of Japanese stations from 
which Washington HQ would prepare 
a fix and identification to the Army. 
Often, one of the other operators, 
Emory J. Kendrick, and | had the 
mid-watch, as the “new kids on the 
block.” He and I were in on the very 
first transmissions of WPM, which he 
recognized because of his former years 
in the Pacific Theater in the Navy. 
Emory was an old brass-pounder. 


The appended story is from personal 
notes that I made for myself circa 
1950. A few years ago, I dug them up 
and copied them into a personal 
chronicle for my family. Since a por- 
tion of that deals directly with the 
Historic Reminder article starting on 
page 14, Vol. 8, No. 1, (March, 1996) I 
thought I would send it to you for 
whatever value it might have. 


eee 


I need to tell you about the Japanese 
“Morse code.” 


Many of the world’s languages are 
based on a simple alphabet. English 
and all the Romance languages are the 
prime example. The Russian Cyrillic 
and other central European alphabets 
are easily adaptable to individual 
Morse code dot and dash combina- 
tions. Information can be transmitted 
by radio just as one types individual 
letters on a computer. 


Several Asiatic languages use “ideo- 
graphs” for their written language, 
Japanese and Chinese in particular. 
Early on in the development of tele- 
graph and radio, the Japanese realized 
they could not use the Morse code per 
se to identify their thousands of ideo- 
graphs. It would be impossible to 
memorize all those combinations. So 
Japan hired an English linguist to try 
to design a system that could permit 
use of radio for them to send mes- 
sages in Morse code style. Remember 
this was in the days before voice radio 
had been invented, or used to any 
extent. 


The man was a genius. He discovered 
that Japanese could be reduced to 56 
sounds, the five English vowels and 51 
other combinations of a consonant 
followed by a vowel, less the consonant 
“L”, a sound the Japanese do not use. 
Thus he reduced the language to 56 
sounds, which if heard by a Japanese 
would mentally reproduce the sounds 
in groups meaningful as words to him 
which he could reduce to ideographs 
so that the intelligence could be sent 
and understood. He called it “Katak- 
ana,” or “Kana,” for short. Look at 
this example: 


English: TOYOTA 


Morse: - --- -.-- --- - -- 
Japanese: TOYOTA 
Kana: eo 


A Japanese hearing the above Morse 
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A Japanese, hearing the above 
Morse code English version of 
“TOYOTA,” would mentally translate 
it as “MUREKEREMUI,” a meaning- 
less jumble of sounds to the hearer. 


A Japanese hearing the Japanese 
version would interpret the sounds as 
“TOYOTA,” then write ideographs 
suchas * #F Fl 7 ££ “, although 
these are actually meaningless, only 
demonstrating- how the dots and 
dashes would be copied. (Ye Ed lifted 
four ideographs from the menu of a 
Japanese restaurant. They say “sushi” 
to someone who can read them.) 


Since the Japanese had to use 30 
characters with no English Morse code 
equivalents, an English-speaking 
operator who did not know Kana 
would copy the above “Morse” Kana 
as UJ MN, while one who knew Kana 
would copy it as “TOYOTA.” The 
”,-. bas no English equivalent, so an 
English operator would copy it as the 
two letters “U” and “I” run together, 
or Ul. The other two are “M” and 
“SN? 


The Japanese used the Arabic num- 
bers 1, 2, 3, just as most of the rest of 
the world does. 


Confused? Sorry, but I don’t know 
any other way to explain it. OK, so the 
next question is: Why in 1942 did the 
Japanese use Morse code Kana in- 
stead of voice communications? Good 
question. The answer is that a Morse 
code transmitter takes much fewer 
parts, less power, is easier to under- 
stand when there is interference on 
the circuit and most of all, because 
almost all radio messages were sent in 
codes and ciphers, which would make 
voice transmission even more ineffi- 
cient and difficult to copy. 


When I was on watch at the 
monitoring station, we heard hundreds 


of Japanese stations. The trick was to 
hear the call sign (of a clandestine 
station, for example) in amongst all 
that Kana zipping by at high rates. It 
was only by the call sign and the 
frequency that we could positively 
identify an individual station so that all 
FCC monitoring stations could tune in 
exactly the same station and take 
bearings. Then with bearings from all 
over radioed or teletyped to Washing- 
ton, a “plot” of the bearings would 
identify the station’s location on the 
globe. This was a great help to the 
military, to know where Japanese units 
were operating. Fortunately, the call 
sign and message headings gave away 
their military unit designation, so our 
military could make assumptions on 
the size of the force. 


For unknown reasons, I developed 
an unusual skill in copying Kana. I was 
faster than anyone on the teletype or 
radio circuits. The problem was that I 
started copying in Kana, that is the 
Japanese sounds, while nearly 
everyone else had trouble with or 
didn’t want to learn Kana. I would put 
on the teletype a call, e.g, “MA TE SE 
5” which was the call of the station I 
was copying. Washington appreciated 
it, but the other stations hated me. 
They had to look up in the translation 
manual that in Morse code they would 
hear it as ” X AW JE 5S.” It led to 
great confusion. 


But since Washington liked it, and 
they were trying to get all stations to 
use Kana because it was faster. they 
encouraged me to continue. Now the 
StOTY..... 


One night Emery J. Kendrick and I 
were on duty on the mid watch. | 
heard a station calling “KFS de 
WPM,” in English equivalents. But the 
“fist” didn’t sound Japanese. So I 
asked Emery to listen. He had been in 
the Navy in the Far East theater for 
years before the war. He agreed that 


it wasn’t a Japanese sending. He sud- 
denly said, “Hey! That’s the old Army 
station ‘WPM’ call in Manila, and 
‘KFS’ is the San Francisco station used 
for overseas news communications.” 


I put it on the teletype in English- 
Morse form, but Washington “pooh- 
pooh’d” the idea and said to forget it. 
Emery and I knew we were right. I ran 
out to the DF and took a bearing, and 
it went right through the Philippines. 
We sat and listened to the station 
calling away, with no answer. KFS no 
doubt was not listening on the fre- 
quency. We decided on a plan. We 
would wait an hour when we knew the 
Washington watch would change and 
we would try it again. However this 
time, we would put it in Kana equiva- 
lents, since they all knew our station 
(teletype call “SN”) used Kana. 


After the watch change, I put on “WA 
TU YO” as calling “WE TI RE.” The 
whole net jumped on it, and bearings 
were sent to Washington Control. 
They plotted north of Manila. Control 
told everyone except us to go on 
monitoring elsewhere. They told us to 
continue to monitor this unusual 
“yap” station. After about another 
hour, the station started transmitting 
“We have an urgent message for 
General Douglas McArthur,” over and 
over again. We waited for a few 
minutes, then advised Washington 
what we copied. 


Control immediately alerted the whole 
FCC net to copy. WPM kept trying to 
get KFS, but there was no reply. They 
finally said they had to sign off. It was 
too dangerous to stay on too long. 
They would try tomorrow at the same 
time. 

Apparently, in the meantime, Army 
intelligence had stepped in at the 
Washington level. When Emery and | 
monitored the next night, we heard the 
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same plaintive call by WPM. This time 
high powered station KSF in SF. 
answered. The discussions went on for 
several days, and it was all quite 
complicated. But after a few days, all 
FCC monitoring stations were ordered 
Not to monitor or copy WPM again. 
No explanation was given. Emery and I 
monitored anyway, as I’m sure most of 
the other stations did, if there was an 
extra operator available. I know I did 
when I was at home. 


It is a very long story, but the gist is 
this: 


It was a group of Filipinos in the 
U.S. Army who had escaped the 
Japanese invasion with a few men and 
one old Army radio. They were deter- 
mined to fight a guerrilla war in the 
jungles south of Manila and not sur- 
render. They had already seen many of 
their fellow soldiers and _ civilians 
slaughtered and women raped by the 
Japanese soldiers. 


The Army wasn’t sure that their 
radio signals were legitimate and wan- 
ted proof. They asked for the maiden 
name (or the middle name) of the wife 
of the captain of the outfit the station 
said it was part of. Then the Army said 
to use that name as the keyhead for 
double-transposition message forma- 
tion, an elementary form of coding a 
message. The guerrilla’s reply was that 
he didn’t know what “double-transposi- 
tion” was. The Army’s brilliant reply 
(through KFS) was, “Look it up in an 
encyclopedia.” I'll never forget the 
guerrilla’s response, “Where the hell 
am I going to get an encylpedia (sic) in 
the middle of the jungle?” In typical 
Army style, the reply was, “You'll have 
to get one to prove that you are who 
you say you are.” 


After that, we only heard the station 
rarely due to the FCC’s ban on our 
listening. We did sneak a listen now 


and then and determined that WPM 
and KFS did establish contact and 
handled traffic. I-have often regretted 
that I did not keep a copy of that 
night’s intercept. But restrictions were 
tight in those days, and I would have 
violated my oath of office to take a 
copy out. Somewhere in the FCC RID 
archives (if they haven’t all been des- 
troyed) lie those historic messages and 
bearings. 


Other stations popped up, WPI, 
another old former Army HQ station 
and many others. Any good history of 
the Philippines during WWII will have 
details on the guerrilla warfare so vital 
in the liberation of the Philippines in 
1945. 


Many years later, when I was talking 
with a Bureau head of FCC, the 
subject came up of Emery’s and my 
insubordination which resulted in put- 
ting General MacArthur in touch with 
the Philippine guerrillas. He said that 
the Washington watch officer liaison 
whom we had “tricked” that night had 
received a citation from Army Intelli- 
gence for uncovering the first guerrilla 
station in the Philippines. The Bureau 
chief said they couldn’t tell the Army 
what Emery and I had done because 
that was contrary to Army orders to 
the FCC during wartime. But the 
watch officer liaison, being a military 
officer on loan to FCC, could “act 
upon important information.” Such is 
life. 


WELCOME - NEW MEMBERS 


A warm “Welcome Aboard” to the 
following who have joined SOWP since 
our last issue: 


Richard A. PERKINS 5167-M, 
WATSNY 126 S. Pioneer St., Ashland, 
OR 97520 FS: USCG NBYG_ ~ 


Slaughter B. REED, 5168-P, W4DXB 
7911 Sth Ave. N., Birmingham, AL 
35206-3235 FS :1926 USS Borie 


Raymond P. BILGER 5169-V, W3TDF 
(ex-W3LGN) 1706 State Rd., Coopers- 
burg, PA 18036 FS: 1945 NJPA 
USS483. 


Milbert A. WELLS 5170-V, WSJINK 
(ex-W9YLB) 3191 Darvany, Dallas, 
TX 75220-1611 FS: 1940 Braniff Air- 
ways. Bert is Exec. Sec. of The Old 
Old Timers Club, OOTC. 


Larry R. MOE, 5171-TA, KOSIA 1805 
Valleyview Dr., Marion, LA 52302-5048 


J. Dale LABELLE, 5172-M, KJ7DQ 
Dale/Jerilynn KJ7DQ 8029 South Ken- 
wood Lane Tempe, AZ 85284-1713 
FS:1963 USCG RAD STN NMV 


John SCHREMFT, 5173-M_ Funk- 
strasse 105/603 3084 Wabern BE, 
SWITZERLAND FS :1965 GVSV 


Alfred J. CAMMARATA, 5174-M, 
W3AWU 9542 Barkwood Ct. Fairfax, 
VA 22032 FS: 1959 SAC 


Mrs. Toddy M. NYE, 5175-TA, 
W7LCS 3807 59th Ave., S.W., Seattle, 
WA 98116-3511 Amateur License 1947 


Bruce I. GREEN, 5176-TA, W3IR 157 
Duval Lane, Edgewater, MD 21037 
Amateur License 1976 


William C. KAFKA, 5177-P, W2YAV 
368 Tamarack Lane, Prescott, AZ 
86301-1251 FS: 1939, USCGC 
LEGARE 


John L HAMMEN, 5178-M, KC6TRX 
611 Heather Brook Circle Prescott, 
AZ, 86303 FS: 1957 HV1A/ALFA 


Royal A. DAVIS, 5179-TA, KJ4TG/7 
1400 N. Benton Ave., Helena, MT 
59601 FS: 1964 Stn. WFOY 


Hugh D, TIDLER, 5180-M, 3601 Bella 
Vista Midwest City OK 73110 FS: 1962 
Army Intercept. 


Francis H. HORN, 5181-V, W7NSN, 
P.O. Box 1922 Sun City, AZ 85372- 
1922 FS: 1945, USS Celeno. 
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SILENT KEYS 


With Deep Regret, we report the 
passing of the following SOWP mem- 
bers as they join our Chap-ter Eternal. 
We send our sincere sympathies to 
those they held dear. 


BLAKE, Charles F., LCdr. USCG 
(Ret) 0038-P, W7BP. December 14, 
1995, Sun City, AZ Reported by 
QCWA, OOTC 


CHAFFEE, Milton E., 4385-V, 
WI1EFW, April 8, 1996. Reported by 
J.Kelleher. No other details. 


COSMAS, Athan, 1172-P, W2PKD, 
January, 1996, New Hyde Park, NY. 
Reported by N. Hall, Durham, NC. No 
other details. 


COLEMAN, Howard L., 4343-P, 
W6SXW, San Pedro, CA. Reported by 
OOTC, April, 1996. No other details. 


CORNELIUS, Virgil, J., 0302-P, April 
3, 1995, Gulfport, MS. No other 
details. Reported by Edgar L. O’Neill, 
Jr.,Executor 


DEACON, William, 3490-P, VE3UD, 
82, Ottawa, Ont., Canada, Nov. 1, 1995, 
No other details. Reported by George 
Adamson, 1311-P, VE3XS, and Don 
Newman, 58-P, W7CO. 


DETTINGER, Walter H, 2153-V, 
WS8NXN, Toledo, OH. No details. 
Reported in QCWA Journal, Spring, 
1996. 


FERGUSON, Chester R. “Bud”, 0134- 
SGP, W6VK, a 60-year resident of 
Half Moon Bay, CA., died Jan. 1 1996, 
in Merced, CA., of natural causes. He 
had more than 30 years service at 
coastal station KFS when it was owned 
by Mackay Radio/IIT. He was 92. 
Reported by Earl Korf, 613-SGP, K2IC 


FICKAS, Merwin C., 2246-P, W6AGN, 
Pismo Beach, CA Mar 16, 1996, age 
90. Long standing heart problems. Had 
a long career with RCA Radiomarine. 
Reported by Earl Korf. 


GERIG, John J. 5492-TA, W6NHU, 
Vallejo, CA., No details. (QST, April 
1996) 


GILLESPIE, William J., 1887-P, 
VE7XM, 81, Grand Forks, B.C., 
Canada, October 23, 1995. No details. 
Reported by Gene Warren, 3338-P, 
VE7BRC. and Don Newman, 58-P, 
W7CO. 


HASKELL, Donald S., 3437-P, W7CL, 
Hurricane, UT. No details. Reported 
in QCWA Journal, Spring, 1996. 


HERMANSON. Floyd A., 572-P, 
W4NFI, Lake Clarke Shores, FL. No 
details. (QST, April 1996) 


HESS, Frank W., 4511-P, N6GTA, 
Chula Vista, CA., March 21, 1996, 84. 
US Navy WWII veteran, member of 
NCVA. Several years as Peace Corps 
and VISTA volunteer. Inurnment at 
Rosecrans National Cemetery, Pt. 
Loma, CA. Reported by daughter, 
Mrs. Gail Hombel. 


HOLLIS, Howard W., 3385-SGP, 
WI1HY, 94, Jaffrey, NH, March 25, 
1996, after a long illness. He retired in 
January, 1967 from Raytheon, Inc., 
Sudbury, MA., where he was manager 


of administration.s He received a certi- - 


ficate of commendation from the U.S. 
Navy for outstanding service during 
World War II. He was a member of 
ARRL, QCWA and SOWP. 


McLAUGHLIN, James W., 4086-V, 
KVSMM, Beaumont, TX. No details. 
(QST. April, 1996) 


MICKLE, Raymond M. Jr., 4442-P, 
WSEBN, Fort Worth, TX. No details. 
(QST, April, 1996) 


MORGAN, John Carl, 3267-P, W4KX, 
86, Southern Pines, NC., Jan. 01, 1996, 
Pneumonia. Reported by Mrs. Morgan 


MORTON, O. Keith, 3486-V, VE7OO, 
Comox, BC, Canada, August 17, 1995, 
Age 72. Cause of death not given. 
Reported by Gene Warren, 3338-P, 


VE7BRC and Gordon Tucker, 3813-V, 
W7FLF. 


OLSON, Henry D., 5496-TA, 
W6GXN, Died unexpectedly March 9, 
1996, Menlo Park, CA, Age 64. 
Author for AWA, SOWP, QST and 
others. The Antique Wireless Associa- 
tion considered him “A most know- 
ledgeable historian.” Cause of death 
not given in AWA or QST reports, 
May, 1996. 


REAGH, Robert A, 4425-P, VE7XE, 
Alexamdria, VA. Reported by OOTC, 
April, 1996. No other details. 


SCOTT, Leonard C., 1590-P, VE7EN, 
78, November 2, 1995, Surrey, B.C., 
Canada. No details. Reported by Gene 
Warren, 3338-P, VE7BRC and Don 
Newman, 58-P, W7CO. 


SKIPPER, Louis C., 0504-P, W6KF, 
82, March 8, 1996 at Kaiser Per- 
manente Medical Center, Walnut 
Creek, CA. He was a 48-year resident 
of Livermore, CA. Began carer as a 
police radio dispatcher in Memphis, 
TN in 1930. He was a Flight Radio 
Officer with Pan American World 
Airways from 1935 to 1951. He was 
national director and regional coor- 
dinator of MARS-CW and had 
recently achieved 60-year membership 
in ARRL. Reported by Paul N. Dane, 
2195-V, W6WOW and John Elwood, 
396-V, WW7P. 


SMITH, Newel, W., 3347-P, N6HWK, 
LCdr., USNR., (Ret.) died Dec. 29, 
1995, San Diego, CA., Age 79, Cancer. 
Reported by Mrs. Smith. He was a 
decorated veteran who spent 39 
months as a Japanese POW after his 
capture on Corregidor where he was a 
U.S. Navy radioman. After his release, 
he earned a degree in naval studies at 
the University of Utah, graduating with 
a 3.8 grade point average. He received 
the Bronze Star and Command at Sea 
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medals for his duty in World War II. 
He later served in the Korean War 
during a 25-year military career. After 
his discharge in 1959, he began a 
27-year career as a technical writer, 
primarily in the aerospace industry. In 
retirement, Newel Smith was active in 
the Defenders of Bataan and Corregi- 
dor and the Old Time Communicators. 


STEGER, James H., 0525-V, N6JS, 74, 
E] Dorado Hills, CA., November 10, 
1995 after a long illness. Reported by 
Mrs. Steger in a note to Beacon 
editor. 


THOMAS, Ralph E., 3029-P, W2UK, 
Farmingdale NJ., May 8, 1996. Heart 
attack, age 92. Long-time RCA 
employee beginning in 1928; at River- 
head, New Brunswick., NJ, 1932. 
Transferred to RCA-Hawaii/KHK in 
1955. Made first WHF amateur radio 
contact from Hawaii to the U.S. East 
Coast in 1959. Reported by Earl Korf. 


WARREN, Eugene H., 3338-P, 
VE7BRC, March 14, 1996, in hospital, 
Vananda, BC., Age 78. Death from 
aneurism, unexpected. He had recently 
visited friends at meeting in Seattle. 
Was a regular check-in on nets and 
attended all Chapter luncheon meet- 
ings. Reported by Don Newman, 58-P, 
W7Co. 
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A Book Note - And A Request 


SOWP member Bill Miller, 3924-V, 
K2GCE, wrote in to tell us about a 
book review recently published in the 
Spring 1996 VWOA Newsletter. The 
book, published in Scotland, is titled 
One Hundred Years of Maritime 
Radio, by W.D. Goodwin, a veteran 
British seagoing R.O. The reviewer, 
Herman Arond, VWOA and SOWP 
member, recommends the book 
highly but says he doesn’t know where 
it can be purchased in the USA nor its 
price. Can anyone reading this, in the 
UK perhaps, give us those details? 


ATTENTION - Crews of 3 
WWII Ships covered in this issue: 


SOWP member Don Newman, 58-P, 
W7CO, says: "...] have receivers from 
WWII Liberty Ships. My XYL says: 
Give ’em away or she will call a junk 
wagon!" Don’s address: 16232 38th 
Ave., NE., Seattle, WA 98155. 


MARE ISLAND CLOSES 


Famed California Shipyard Began 
Service in 1854; Last Day, April 1, 1996 


By Al Newbold, 2407-V, W6MMG 


Mare Island Naval Shipyard 
(MINSY) is no more. Appropriately 
enough, the last vessel to depart the 
historic facility was the S.S. JERE- 
MIAH O'BRIEN. The city of Vallejo, 
put on a “Mare Island Conversion 
Celebration" from March 25 to 31 and 
the O’Brien was an invited centerpiece. 


Pat Buttner, Master of the O’Brien, 
said the closing ceremony was very 
moving. Tribute was paid not only to 
the facility itself, but to the many, 
many workers who labored there over 
its 142 years. 


The response to the O’Brien’s 
presence at Vallejo/Mare Island was 
enormous - 8,760 visitors went aboard 
in a little over two days. The ship’s 
store had over $7,000 in gross sales. 
The steward’s department was at flank 
speed dispensing hot dogs, ran out of 
food and had to buy more. On 
Sunday, the galley was moved outdoors 
to the forward deck and again quickly 
ran short of food. Which shows that 
Americans really like to eat! 
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The Editor earlier had sent a request 
to Al Newbold on the status of US 
Navy radio station NPG. “The last I 
knew NPG was at Skaggs Island, up 
the bay/river from Vallejo. I know 
nothing about its closing,” he said. 


The Editor’s Column 


This issue of the Beacon went to 
press Friday, May 17, 1996. The 
graphic above gives an accurate 
"photo" of Ye Ed’s desk as we put this 
copy to bed. 


As always, we thank all those who 
sent in copy, without which there 
would be no publication. We had a 
deluge of good material. But there was 
too much to cover in the space and 
time we have and under our budget. 


Let’s identify some of our contribu- 
tors whose information does not have 
a by-line: 


Information about the three World 
War II merchant ships still operating 
as memorial museums came from 
active volunteers on each vessel. From 
the Jeremiah O’Brien, Ms. Marcie 
Hooper and SOWP member Rod 
Deakin, 4995-M, NRZ7E. For the 
O’Brien story, we had an advance tip 
from Dennis Swetman, 4542-M, 
VE7EIL The Lane Victory story 
came from Bob Lukenbill, W6éDO and 
Bob Lace, W60DI, (whom we need to 
enroll as SOWP members)! And the 
outline of activities aboard the John 
W. Brown was sent to us by Tom 
Gibson, the new Chief R.O. 


Our apologies to contributors whose 
stories we just could not fit in this 
issue, including Olive Roeckner, 
author of the "Buoys & Gulls" series, 
Milt Stymiest, Earl Korf and others. 
As it was, we had to overhaul the 
page-placement completely to make it 
all come out correctly. -73- Editor 


3rd World CW - From P7 Col 3. 


good attributes that the shipping com- 
panies are neglecting and these com- 
panies are very service-oriented. 


"Think of today’s maritime com- 
munications as a big business of ser- 
vice providers and equipment makers 
and you'll get the picture! People in all 
categories aboard ship today, including 
RO’s of course, are a cost liability for 
ship owners. You’d be surprised to 
learn all the people today who own 
ships." 


Rich Ostrowski, a student years ago 
of Hank Warner, 2606-P, W1HRQ, 
(SK) at RCA Institutes, holds the 
occupational title of Marine Elec- 
tronics Oficer (MEO). He says Third 
World countries will hang onto mari- 
time CW in spite of the change-over 
to GMDSS on February 2, 1999. 


CHANGE of ADDRESS 


HAVEL, $330-TA, 
W2RRX 


FROM: 449 Branch Ave., Little Silver, 
NJ 07739 


TO: 1214 S. Bruce Ct, Springfield, 
MOCO6 5 8004-0655 


Jerome H. 


BROOKS, William R., 
WB6TFA 


FROM: 420 7th Street, Ajo, AZ 85321 


TO: RR#2 Box 1731H Lakeside, AZ 
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HAUBE, James C., 5103-V, W30ER 


FROM: Box 78, R.D. #2 Tarentum, 
PA 15084 


TO: 692 Kerr Ave., Tarentum, PA 
15084 


5012-V, 


ANOTHER NEW MEMBER 


Richard I. Hallberg, 5182-M, KOUXZ, 
2313 Ravensdon Ct, Reston, VA 
22091. FS: 1953, USAF 


Jack Binns Net Changes Sked 


A note from NCS Keith Kennedy, 
4698-M, VE7KWK, advises that “we 
are currently back to 2000 PDT Tues- 
day evenings on 3,555 kHz. We have 
no firm date for shifting net times, but 
attempt to keep it at 2000 until con- 
ditions become untenable in the Fall 
when we shift to 1700 PST." 


New Editor for Dots & Dashes 


The current issue of the Morse 
Telegraph Club newspaper announces 
the retirement of long-time Editor Bill 
Dunbar, who has a new e-mail address: 
bldunba@acadcomp.cmp.ilstu.edu 
Many thanks, Bill! Sincere 73-W8TP. 
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